e

-

“ $¥e claim as laré;f; a Charter as the Wind, o blow on 1

hom we p[éaie."
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From the Augusta, (Maine) Age.
OIIN OF THE BRITISIL CLATM
TO THE OREGON,

PBtish Government upon the territorial
yits of nlher natious, 1s a matter of upi-
vsal natoriety.  Scarcoly a nation exists

o3 advances and grasping avarice of this
prion for acquiring new (erritory. No
coner (s that government fixed i:wyf_s
a0l a terilory or conntey whieh it finds
F -.1[';15,;‘- as an nlt‘lnisilil‘.‘ll: thian it LI L | up
e vz, indefinite pretence of claim to
;, Which it urges with all conecivable so-
muily and perseveranee, until it can ex-
et an wdmission from its intended victim,
wt the territory thus elaimed, is in diy-
pute. From that moment, her sueeess is
cortain. The title ndmitted 1o be 1w dis-
pule, negotiation [ollows, in the progress
{ whieh, by bold assuhptions on her

nart, aid uoguarded admissions nn the

art of or ady TSQry, she sneceadsin pro-
» sz 0f time in presenting aformidable ar-
ray ol fpote and arzaments i s mpart of
clums, whiell at the outeet had not the
shghtest  fonndation on  witich o rest,
Phewr=ie process by whieh Maine was
robibad of her territory, and Mo proce s by
which she now hofes to planth ;"\‘.'r‘r

1 Qregon,

Our Wil an the Orezon torritory s too
weil kiowi 1o our readers to reguire that
we siould now set it furth in Snf-
fice it to say, that from the yveor 1511 ap
ta the tuma thaat the Botish b
vttlomeut on thewColumbia, during the
Last war, weo werg in open, patseable and
quist possession ol tha conutry, and that
tip to that time, the British had never int-

d 11 one government thatsheg had

vt pretence of o cloton o thé
Daniaz the war nn f-?-:lu.ll'.i-r:l
(v the British agninst the Amert-
“/ nt the mouth of the Coluinlbia,
sneteeded o t_'.'\]r‘['l'.: ng it and ta-
aessioh 11 thie name of the Beitish
s el dihy the
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) Che systematie encroachments of the |

e I{lxudhr‘ Fer synare, (!rn lines |
tha. first emsertion, and fifty conts |

cwich has not at same time felt the insidi-

ve up our !

of his Majesty’s dominions, T have to re-
quest that you will furnish me with ex-
planation of the olject of the voyage of
the Ontario, &e.”

Here then is the first claim of title
whieh the British had upon our govern-
ment to Oregon, and this claim admitted
the title of the United States before the
war, and is based by the British Minister,
upon the fact that the post was not caplu-

red during the war, but, Araxpoxep by -

the Americans, whose effeets the North-
West Company purchased.  Thus resting
the British elaim entirely upon the fact of
the ApAxNDONMENT oF THE rosT by the
Amerieans and the subsequent possession
of the eountry by the British. Subsequent
acts of the British government show how
much honesty there was in this, their first
claim to this territory,

‘The Ontario proceeded on her voyage,
and on the Gith of October the post at the
month of the Columbia was formally sur-
rendered by the British to the U, States,
as appears by the following acts of sur
rewder and acknowledgment.

“In obedience to the commands of his
Royal 1hgliness, the Prince Regent, sigut-
fied by a despateh from the Right Honora-
ble Barl Bathurst, addressed to the pat-
ners or agzents of the North-West Compa-
ny, bearing date 27th day of January,
151%; and in obedience to subscquent or-
ders, dated on the 26th of July last; from
Willism H. Sheriff, Lsq., captain of his
Mujegty’s ship Andromachie, we the under-
signed do, in conformity with the first ar-
ticle of the Treaty of Ghent, restore 10
the Government of the United States,

through fis Azent, J. B. Prevost, Esquire, |
rv- |

the =etilement of Fort George, ot
i Clolambian

"\uc 11 H Ying
eIVELL nider onur aan

fvex

Isin Hi;l“l?.lic‘. il

IMort Gieorge, on the Coinimbia river, this |

Gith of October; 1815,
F. HICK Y,
i ] I, (1]4 11:.\ ‘il‘ I_\"ri 5|£i]- l‘a!n-.\‘ml}.
JAMES KEI'TIE
of the North- West Company'.
“Tdolerehy ncknowledge to have this
day reeeived, on behalf of the government
of the United States. the posession of the
sottlement desigmated aliove, in con formd-
{y wi i n’:"."'_f.:.'.\'f aittivle r:_.f‘ tire Trea '.."j Qf
(rlend,
Given under my hamd, 0 teipheate at
Port Géorge, Colwmbia river, this Gt of
October, 1815,

Y. B PREVOST,
Agont for the United Stptes,
Mr. Prevost in his despately (o the See-
retary of State; dated October 11, 1818,
i giving an aceount of this transaction,
says:
“I'he British flag was therenpon Bwer-

L 8 POSEETTT and that of the United Siates hoisted
Aritish i aftop the close of the War . Jhiore it now waves 1 token,
Oy tho W ety 3515, Mr, Mouroe, thenn gy js ste? * oo sprnieenly?
s oy Jf of State, intofmed N, Baker,  both of possession do e Cal o
the Beo B Garged’ Affaires gt Wmsliing- T'hus much for the honesty ' e
10, of he ination of onr goveriment ©  claim mada to Oregon by Mr. Bagot, on

the ground that it had not been caplured
from the Amerieans, but abandoned by
them, 'The pretence was so palpably |
false that even the British Ministry had |
not sutlicient effrontery 1o maintain it, bt
by asclemn act of surrendgr “in conformi-
ty with the first anticlo of the Treaty of |
Ghent,” which provided’ only lor the
restitii of territory  which  one
nation bad eaptured from the oiher during |
the war, acknowledged our possesvion
before the war, and their coptire of the
st
The inquiry will natarally arise, how
it shonld happen, that after the British
claim to the territory had been proved so |
palpably false, by their own acts, and the |
#posscesion and sotercignty” ol the coun-
try restored to the United States, the ques-
tion of savebeignty or possession shouid
aftorwards have been drawn into dispute? |
It was accomplished in this manuner. The
North-weet company had on the Colom-
biaa large amount of property, consisting
of furs, peliries and goods of Enropean
manufacture for the purpose ol supplying
thase in their employment, and of trading
with the natives. Being thus loeated, at
a great distance trom any British Post,
Mr. Keith, the Agent of the company, ro-
quested that they might be permitted to
remain and carry on the busineas under
the flag of the United States. To this re-
quest, Mr. Provast answered, that he had
1o authority to stipulate, but prestmed oar
government wonld not compel them to
jeave the country without giving sufficient
potice, to prevent lose. Thus were they
permilled to reomin in the ternitory, on
mere sufferance, and without'eveu a pre-
weneeof right.
_ Lp t¥e mean time, the zreat vahue of the
conutry  hecame manifest to the British

restime Vpossssion of this post under the
first article ol the treaty of Gheat, which
stiptilates for Se mutun! restitution af the
torritories apdrosts whichenchnation had
wrested from he other during the war, at
the tame tuerquesting & letter from Mr.
Raker 1o the emmander of that post, di-
recting him teyvield it up to the purisdic
tiont of tha Unied States.

Ta this noteal Mr. Monroe, My Baker

nlicd'thiat hetad no instructions from

liss government 6 relation to _tlm patter,
vid referring hia te Vice AdmiraldDixton,

Vwhaose compad the Paciiic ocean is |
welnded,” and & being ju “possession ol
PYery pecossary nfirmation in relation to
Wiy ’I'f‘?-l-" l" fiis ('u[nvg,pu!n].m':q- |:|3 .
whh the restition of the lerntory ih
quesiion, is clatmel as having |tc|n'||c(-|l_ to
us bofdre the war lis a singular fact that
thie British Charge made po claim to the
territory'on the pet q,l: his governmeut,
but simply declind acting, on '“0_1:m'l='='1
of want of authon. This was in July,
1515,

Daring the vear. 1817, our covernment,
text the Sloopief Waf, Ontario, under i
cenmand of J. 1 Pravost, to the Colum- !
b, 1o take possesson of thix post accord-
g o e provawns of the treaty of
(iiont.

(Y the 264h nf*clniu 1, IBI7, Chas
Rugot, the British Miister, then resident

o Waslington, it bote addressed 1o Mr.
Vda, Secrciary f State, expresses s
reorer that the Opnpo Hhould have been
stut o jrs expeditiad witlout having first

notied the Britsh gm-cm!!rnf. In tins
Nole, 1 ‘,,,.,',"".d farfhe first tune a tlaim
vl belpalf of that governmen!, o e lerp.
1ory pow nphapply dispute. And we
“Hh oor readers 1o sk the foundating
vt whaely that claim was l-..a:.:'d. ; Woem ot
that from repoits Mage oy e Gorgnar
Ceeneral pﬁgd:;;dp, to Mr. Baker, Stup.

" 1 the pust m uestion had ot heen
captumed duning the late war, bast that the
Amoncans ked tetived from it under ay |
areement inade with the North West
Compapy, who bad ruu!mcd their of
wets, and who liad ever snce retained
prrceddle ey,

o “As fRals appTa

pestiiutay of tha post,
vpus the fhur arbcie o 'h"_'"m- of
Ghent, apd a2 the 'ur_!.-,r; e :‘n_: car.
Iy take-passsscn ¢ 13 his Muesry’s
at0c, 652 Bau sigee Jca crrsideres s pagt

A1)

Mr. Adame Jooked upon it asso “minwie
a guestion,” ax to be unworthy 10 be re for- |
yed 10 the commissioners with the ques- |
wan of remuneration for a few miscrable |
pegres winch the British carried off du
ring the war!

Acordumigly, in 1822 we fiad the
Britek Minwtry agsin mtunsting to Mr. |
Adurrs, that they bad claimes to the tern
tory, Mt wigh characteristic  diploinatic |
wact. wiatine o dieclose the mature or
foundde an which they wem bareid
| By pemeacicnly msithng on ther new
andefized a4 mretenous a
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| furto, ns a sovercien and N
[ smid the family of nations.

| Nave just causo to complain againg the United

pnistry, althenzh our Secretary of State, | O

——

vernment, which had not sagacity enough
to perceive the value of the country, was
subsequently induced to enter into that
most suicidal arrangement for joint oceu-
pation, which has been continued for the
last tiwventy years, and under which the
British government has been enabled to
maguify an occupancy, commencing in
mere sufferance in 1818, witho® cven a
pretence of Tight, into a formidable craty,
the settlement of which now tireatens the

ace of two of the most powerful nations
of Christendom!

Such is the origin of the British claim
to Oregon. Such s the result of the bold
and shameless assumptions of her diplo-
macy, and the short sighted, and yielding
policy of our own government, Had we
done as the British wounld have done in
similar cirenmstances, driven them out of
the country when it was restored to us
under the treaty, all subsequent trouble
would have been avoided. But our gov-
ernment, with unsuspecting confidence,
permitted them to remain, and the tesult is
now secn. Every ycar of delay bas ad-
ded strength to their elaim and embolden-
ed their government in its nnjust demands.
Yet with these startling facts before us,
there are not wanting those, among whom,
we regret to say it, are to be found some
professed demoerats, who have so little
American feeling, as to refuse to termin-
ate this fatal joiut occupancy, thus ena-
bling them to fortily themselves under the
claim of possession, in sucil a manuner as
to endanger the ultimate loss of this exten-
sive, rich and invaluable terntory! How
long the American people will tolerate
such remisness on the partof their govern-
meit; remaius to beseen,

I The Secretary of State's re ;-{_!.f to Almoude
The following 11 the reply of Mr, Buchanan,
Secretary of State, to Almoute’s Protest against
the Annexation of ‘Fexas.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March, 10, 1845.

The undersigned Sceretary of State of the
United States, has roceived the note of Clen.
Alinonte, the envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary of the Mexican Ropublic, of the
Gth tost, addressed 1o his predecessor, the
Honerable John C. Callioun, protesting, in
the name of his government, against the reso-
Intion of the late Congress for annexing “Tex-
psto the Unied States, ond he bas submitted
the sane tothe President,

In answer, the undersioned s instructod to
sy Uint the admission of ‘P'exus as one of the
States of this Union, mving received the sanc-

tion both of the legislative and exceutive de’

pariments of the government, it is nogrirrevo:
cably decidl, =o far as the Ubited Btates are
concerned,  Nothing but the refusal of Texns
to ratify the terme and conditions on which
her admizslon depends, can defeat his object.
| It is, thercfore, too late at prescat to re-open
a dizeussion which hasalready been exhausted,
and again 1o vrovy that T'exas has lung ginee
icvod dior indopendonce of Mexico, and now
woth de gure and de

Sustaining this
character, and having manifisted a strong de-
sire to be one of the members of our confedera-
e, neither Mexico nor_any cher nation will

Siates for admitting her juto the Union.

The "resident, novertheless, vegrets that the
covernment of Mexico should have taken of-
funce at these proceedings, and he earnestly
trusts that it may hereafter be disposed to view
them in a mote lavorable light, Whilst entering
anon the duties of She presidestial office, he
u{'.m-ﬂ'uil\' declares in n-L—nncr that his most
stronuous cfiorts shall be devotd to the amica-
ble adjustment of every eause of complaint be-
tween the two covermments, and to the cultiva-
tion of the kindest and moet fricndly relations
between the sister republics.

The undersioned hag the the honor to trans-
mit ta Genoeral Almonte his passpoit according
to hus request, and o osswre L of his distin-
guished consileration and peeard. A

(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN,
To the Brigadier General,

Dox T. N. Auvxosre, &c &e &e.

Tar Varve oF THE CALITORNIASTO THE
Usired Starves—Whilst it not our pol-
icy to acquire new territory for the mere pur-
poscs of national glory, it docs 0l legitimately
within the preat objects of republicanism to
ostend the area of freedom, ad diffuse the
blessings of liberty and peace  This noble
purpose, however, is 10 E accomplished by

coable means, and with the voluntary con-
sent of the inhabitants of the acquired territory.
When such acquisitions can be be this made
of contiguons tesritory which is essential to our
national defence, the policy becomes obligato-
ryupon us. Upon these principles the annex-
ation of Tlexas was not oaly jusufiable, but ab-
solutely nesessary for our nationa] saluy; and
upon the sune grest consideraticas, the¥acque-
sition of the Caltfornias will become the repub-
lican- policy of our Covernmmeu! To this 4
it ovents are now rapidly tiding, and soon-
er or later it will beome the gret question of
the timos

A few facts well cstablished Wil presgay the
imrxhlcro(lh'u subject in itndrae Light.

I'be ouly imporant harboge for out vemels
from Cape Hom to the mouth of the Colymbia
river aro the bays of S Disgo and Sen
Francisco. The Brish Govenment is so
well apprised of tho waive of thete hatbors in
the navigation of the Pacilic orean, that she
has caused them both to e sounded at great
. She bas had the w

of by crwazens.  In 1840
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have beenconstantly prosecuted with an eye to
the possession, if she has not already obtained a
mortgage on them as indemnity for the debt of
Mexico,

WegeeInot stop roldiscuss the question whether
our commerce could be safely and prosperous-
ly prosecuted on the Pacific, if the Californias
with their harbors were in the possession of
Great Britain, We songht the acquisition of
Texas in order to secnre to ourselves the com-
mand of the Gulf of Mexico—and it % more
important, probably, that we should acquire the
Californins in ordcr to secure the harbors be-
fore referred to in the prosecution of our com-
merce on the Pacific.  But with the cvidences
of the anxicty of Great Britain to obtain posses-
sion of this territory, which are well authenti-
cated, our Government cannot fail to seo the
importance of preventing auy such acquisi-
tions by that power.

The last advices from Califognia inform us
that the province isin a state of revolution —the
natives wiehing to expel the Mexicans, and
having every prospect of success, ‘The strug-
gle will be short, if it has not already termina-
ted, We learn also that many of our citizens
who emigrated to Oregon, having fallen doywr
and scttled in North California, and tharthey
have found the most delightful clima and a
vich goil, They afiinn that Oregon is but a
bleak, barren waste, compared with Califor-
nia. We refer to these facts to show that it is
not at all unrecasonable o suppose that Califor-
ma may. be in a cordition at a very carly day
to be anuesed toour Union.  [Nash Union.

Smie canaL 1o TiE Paciric — A writer
in the New Orloans Bulletin, signed “Cabot,”
appeals to the capitalists of that city in behalf
of the project of a ship canal 10 the acific. It
seems that the isthmus of T'chenantepec, Mexi-
ca, is the most favorable location. Here, the
distance from ocean to ocean, is only one hun-
dred and thirty miles A scicnlilic survey
was made in 1842 and "43.  The report says
that, it was tmpossible to make a canal at Pa
namu: very difficult at Nicaragua, and practi-
cable and easy at T'chenantepee.  The maxi-
mum cost of a canal at this latter point is est-
mated at about £3,600,000, and M. Moro
thinks it could be completed at £2,500,000.
The revenue to be derived from it must be im-
mense. A distanee of some twelve or thirteen
theusand miles is saved to the vessels of our
conntry trading with the Indies We cordial-
ly agree with the writer that the subject is
worthy of the serious attention of the Ameri-
can people.

source of endless dispute, and disastur.

From the Disscininator.

of, amon
worthy:, ﬁ:ere can be found one more deserving | the optional footing W8 g nin _if ~
confidonce than our old and faithful Repre- | she chooses to ¥ ne d‘eclnrnlion of
sentative, Col. Roberts But I am wrong in | her mini iament that the right
placing him in the list of aspirants, for it is | of O . her, let the consequences
| well known that he was not an aspiront o o ibilit fu'll unon het o%D hend
| sgat in Congress, but the honor was bestowed pONS) ‘ELV . ]I:' rsoluti "ll;ul:
upon him without solicitation. e will fine ' ”)'!‘ 1 !‘-‘f_ﬂ ution,
The surest ) i the A_mengan Eagle has just commene
BEFETIAL which arices | gy flight.”
from long-dried experience, luithiulncss in rve- w elik;: to hear of these meetings of the
i L"Ia:? ;:Lt"ﬁ:;;":,:;f:::x " I,EE:,“;:TJ:";?I' patriotic citizens of our conutry (0 express
£ & 2 . . .
the good ;mmtis in the Fast, who are willing their opinions, and pledge ‘hcm‘fl‘?’l‘“’? "(:
to sacrifice their own business to serve the disputes with foreign m“&m" e){ ?"(‘.
cood people—bring them, 1 sy, to lhi’.l"ﬁ olent of good Limes—the times of v
and let us see if Col. Roberts will not be foun and 1812, _
a head and shoullers saller than any of them. In the present conlroversy relative (o
And in order to make the test, it is not necessa: Oregon, we rejoice to obsérve _!ll!l_l with
rv to make any invidious distinctions, or to | two or three exceplions of so insignificant
pame other gentlemen, a character to be unworthy of atiention,
A lew interrogatories alone will suffice the public journals of the United States
Who was il that stood up mest conspicuous: | have spoken the mild, but emphatic and
ly (rom the East in support of the rights of the | pagriotic language which at such a time
Chickasnw counties to representation o the | and on sucha question, is worthy of Amer-
Legislature in 1837 arthe April and May ses- | fonng Every one izes the right of
sions? R. W. Roberts. | the United States to the territory claimed
W ho introduced and effected the passage of | by England—every one sees thatour go-
n}n act _ml turnpike ih{e Tuaknlil:}qu:l;ﬁ nn;i | vcrnm%nl caunot surrender it without na-
therchy abtain a route for travelling and mait | o e
fnciliti-}s through the Ecstern counties? It was tional disgrace, every citizen being P"“,’le!
R. W. Roberis. of tlgc_sovefelgt‘; wer, must necessarily
Who introduced and accomplished the pas- | participate. 'l he couniry never was so .
gage ofa bill in the Legislaure to lay cat a | Tipe for war as at the present mpntm——
road from Jackson, Mississippi, through the and never so well prepared for it. The
castern countics, to Tuscaloosa, Alubama’ It | fortifications in some places arc utmat-
was Col Robens. ’ ned and defenceless, but atone week's no- ®
By whose exertions wos a resolution intro- | tice they counld be placed in a condition to i
duced and passed  the Legislatore ssking | 1id defiance to oll naval attack. We shall *
Congress to grant the two per ceat fund 1o the sh this subject no farther at this time,
State to construct a rail rond from Lrandon 1o r;, some one should say—you are Wast- :
the Alabama line? Col Robents. ing your breath in y bravado—for we
When the prant was mado, who introduced ol [y nuss '.:NPI: is idedly son-
abill into the Legislature toaceept the fund in | 0 oy isolbolhm mﬁ; —
pursuance of the grant, and whao accomplished | 5 y e nteres 8o mmmh e e
e passage almost single-handed and alone Wlm ,E?fe* be be voidcd.
againgt a most formidable oppositon! It was 'u'l‘l,h::: ’;?elmin“::f:h: can l;d “n:
Col. Robert= _ W‘_ ' -
Who introduced @ bill at the last session of | founded pretgnsions of Great Britain.
Conggss for a further grant ol aliernute sec- IN. Qo Couricr.
tions of pablic land within five miles of the Nrwsraren Deprs —Thecondart of some
route of ltfmm(mphn-d rail road, for the pue- | o ors oall ol lves honorable, in regard
of Mding in the completion of this great | 3.4, orikis deseription, is in& M
national work? It was Col. Roberts. I ot : satomal ‘t e e their
Who hgs =ood up tothe Democratic parnty pay whish are thamefol WI bﬂl : men,
n tribulation and trial, in prosperity and ad- nflérmm‘ larly teceiving the for years,”
;-(.r:"», wuba;n faltering oae moment, for near- p»lu\hnﬂl e “1, intetded w’“:h P b‘::;
rs :
" .\Ir.’gﬁ‘:or, docs not the name of Robert W m:,-lnd I'ml mbm% hl:';" of .

Reberts rise s a response 10 overy one of these

It is our decided opinion, howev-
er, that should the contemplated cana! be made
by foreign powers instead of the people or go- |
vernment of theparticular country, it will be a
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us prool ol their lalents thall integrity, haar
legislative capacity, or their devolion to Dem-
cratic principles and the instiwtions of our com-
mon country. Be represented in the Conven-
tion by your owen delegates. Lot it not be

| packed Ly party hacks, whose object is to pro-

Mg. Epironr: Asthe period & approaching
for the mecting of the State Couvention, we
owe it to ourselves to look about and sec wheth.
the npmerous experienced and trust-

interrogatories?

Yes; aod et me sy to the planters of Mis.
sigsisnippe, that this is the man whom a few
ambitious aspiramts are tryng o rule off the
congressional ticket 10 make way for them-

sclves
And whal means are the

their disisteresipd object? &'

ding through the sastern

uring 1o effect
by, they are 0

mote their own selfish purposes, and not your
own best interests.  Owe or THE ProrLi.

PoruLAR SENTIMENT.—A meeting of
the citizens of Philadelphia lias been call-
cd to express the sentiments of the people
of that city on the Oregon question, and
on the discussions which have recently
been held in the British parliament on the
same subject, '

A Democratic meeting was held ou (hi
3th April, at Wilmington, Delawarc,
which adopted resolutions of a strong
character on the Oregon cunlrﬂcr_s;-
expressing perfect confidencein President
| Polk that he will zonduct the negociation
on the part of the United States in such
manner that “nothing will be asked but
what is steictly right nor submiited to that
is in the least wrong.” Deprecating, in
common with the whole people of the U.
States, any act on the part of our Govern-
ment, the injustice of which would involve
us in war with a foreign power, the meet-
ing iusisted that, in the ["Higlli!g'e of Mr.
Polk, “our title to the country of Oregon
1s clear and unquestionable.”

One of the resolutions declares, “that
as republicans it becomes to sustain
the executive in the position which he
has assumed; and believing that Eosi!iun
to be correct, we trust he will adbere to
| the letter and spirit of his inaugural ad-
dress.” -

'rllﬂ Ilsl m‘u‘ion Puu y“'er on

-

linitatsons, in bar of a just clawm, :i-i




